STATE OF VERMONT
HUVAN SERVI CES BOARD

In re ) Fair Hearing No. 19, 165
g

)

Appeal of )

| NTRODUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent of
Children and Fam |ies Econom c Services (DCF) denying her

son’s application for the Vernont Health Access Plan (VHAP)

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner and her husband have a nonthly gross
income of $3,177.54. Their nineteen-year-old son lives with
them The son is currently w thout enploynent. The
petitioner has health insurance but cannot put her son on the
policy because he is not a student.

2. The petitioner applied for VHAP benefits for her
son. Hi s application was deni ed due to excess inconme. DCF
counted the incone of his parents in determning his
eligibility because he is under twenty-one.

3. The petitioner appeals that decision because she
feels it is unfair to count the parents’ income when he is

over eighteen years of age. She also feels it is unfair to
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make the parents responsible for providing insurance for him

since he cannot be covered by their policy.

ORDER

The decision of DCF is affirned.

REASONS

Regul ations in the VHAP programrequire that parents and
children in their household under the age of 21 be included
together in the VHAP group for purposes of determ ning
eligibility. VHAP 4001.8. The total gross incone of al
persons in the group is used to determne the famly’'s
countable incone for eligibility. VHAP 4001.81. This incone
is subject to a $90 “standard enpl oynent expense deducti on”
making this famly’'s countable incone $3,087.54. VHAP
4001.81(e). Under VHAP regul ations, the maxi mumincone for a
famly of three is $1,959. VHAP 4001.84, P-2420D. As this
famly' s income is well above that figure, DCF was correct to
find the petitioner’s son is not eligible for VHAP benefits.
Eligibility of children under twenty-one for their parents’
insurance is not a factor under the regulations. As DCF s

decision in this matter is in accordance with its regul ations,



Fair Hearing No. 19, 164 Page 3

the Board is bound to affirmthe result. 3 V.S . A 8§ 3091(d),
Fair Hearing Rule 17.
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